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Book Reviews

Dauntless,
by Dina L. Sleiman. Bloomington, MN: Bethany House, 2015. 363 pp. $12.99.
ISBN 978076421312
Reviewed by Cynthia Hammell, Professional Librarian, Highland Park, NJ
Everyone thinks Lady Merry Ellison is dead. She was 15 years old when her family
was slaughtered after her father plotted against King John, and the village on the
family estate was razed. The only survivors are the village children that Merry and
her brother were able to help escape, before he too was murdered by the king’s men.
This band of youths and children have built shelters and lived by their wits (which
has included thievery) in the forest for two years. Merry is dedicated to the welfare
of the group and has been training them in many skills. These include hunting and
agility as well as reading, writing and music. They have become notorious as “The
Ghosts of Farthingale Forest.” Merry had hoped to be married to her childhood
sweetheart, Timothy Grey, son of a local baron. Since Timothy is only the ninth
child of the baron, he becomes a scribe and agent for Lord Wyndemere, who is
loyal to King John. Timothy is charged with catching the “ghosts,” unaware of their
identity. Allen, an intelligent youth with a hunger for God, also loves Merry, who
is not sure if she still believes that God exists. While Merry feels responsible for
this band of children, romance will have to wait. Will she learn to trust God and
people again?
This novel is marketed as Young Adult. I think the young protagonist and its themes
of independence and taking responsibility will attract this audience. However,
Merry’s adventures may have greater appeal for female readers. I found it to be
entertaining, with well-defined characters. Fans of historical fiction, and possibly
fantasy will enjoy it.

Developing a Biblical Worldview: Seeing Things God’s Way,
by C. Fred Smith, Nashville: B&H Academic, 2015. 191 pp. $19.99.
ISBN 9781433674464
Reviewed by Paul Roberts, Director of Library Services, Southeastern Bible College,
Birmingham, AL
A current buzzword often heard in educational contexts is “worldview.” Even secular
media has picked up on this terminology, although their definition is often unclear,
in my humble opinion. Dr. Smith is not about setting secular media straight, but is
about challenging those who claim their authority is God’s Word to look again at
their life.
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The early chapters of the book lay the groundwork for the thesis of the book.
Dr. Smith says that if we ask ourselves four questions (who are we, where are we,
what is wrong, and what is the answer), then believers will be getting back to what
God wants us to do with our lives. The problem has developed because American
Christians have adopted popular cultural norms. Applying the four questions to
scriptural examples shows the reader how to apply the questions to their own lives.
The author realizes that simply “reading and doing” isn’t going to happen and he
spends a lengthy chapter on barriers to developing a biblical mindset.
In sum, I heartily recommend this book. I believe the author has broached a topic
that needs a clear answer. Rather than a theological treatise, the author has challenged
those who accept the Bible as the authority in their lives, to allow God to work that
truth into their lives.

Doctrine that Dances: Bringing Doctrinal Preaching and
Teaching to Life,
by Robert Smith. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2008. 224 pp. $19.99.
ISBN 978080446845
Reviewed by Sherill L. Harriger, Library Director,Warner University, Lake Wales, FL
When I started reading the book Doctrine that Dances: Bringing Doctrinal Preaching
and Teaching to Life by Robert Smith Jr., I found that the first thing I had to do was
rethink the word “doctrine.” Being raised in the church all of my life I thought of
doctrine as the edicts, guidelines, or mandates of this particular denomination or
that particular denomination. However, Smith does not speak of denominational
doctrines, those things that divide us, but the doctrine of Jesus Christ that is outlined
in the Bible and those things that should unite us and transform us, namely that
the “Old Testament proclaimed that Jesus is coming (and) the New Testament
announced that Christ has come and will come again” (p. 23).
I am sure Smith wrote this book primarily for preachers, but I know that even as
a layperson this book spoke to me. As I read Doctrine that Dances I was constantly
highlighting and making notes in the margins because Smith makes everything
so very clear and concise. He took such a simple premise as dancing to lead the
reader to a better understanding of authentic worship where the members of the
congregation are the actors and the worship leaders are the promoters but that God
is the audience.
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